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Report on the 2nd Japanese Geoparks Network Conference 2011 in Toya-Usu Global Geopark
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1) Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano Global Geopark Council, Takino-machi 384-1, Usu-gun 052-0101 Japan E-mail:kagaya.nire@town.sobetsu.Ig.jp, 2) Mimatsu Masao Memorial Museum, Showa-Shinzan 184-12, Usu-gun 052-0102 Japan E-mail:m.museum@peach.plala.or.jp, 3) NPO Crisis and Environmental Management Policy Institute Hokkaido,

2-39, N1W8, Sapporo 060-0001 Japan i.com, i.com

The Second Japanese Geoparks Network Conference 2011 in Toya-Usu Global Geopark (abbr. JGNC2) was held in the resort city
Toyako-Onsen, Toyako-cho, Hokkaido, Japan during September 29 through October 1, 2011. This was the great challenging
opportunity for the Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano Global Geopark (abbr. TUGG) to summarize the state of the art of the past 3
years efforts since the TUGG certification (one of the three first GGNs in Japan) in 2009.

Learning from the previous pioneering first JGNC1 in Itoigawa Global Geopark in 2010, the Organizing Committee (chaired by T.
Maya, the Toyako-cho Mayor) established the Executive Committee of JGNC2 led by the Chairman S. Mimatsu, and three Sub-
Committees (Science SC led by N. Oshima, Welcome SC. led by M. Ano, and Geotour SC. led by Y. Ogawa).

Various programs were executed prior as well as during the JGNC2. Detailed descriptions can be examined in the final “Report
of the 2nd Japanese Geoparks Network Conference 2001 in Toya-Usu Global Geopark” (JGNC2 Executive Committee, 87p.,
2012).
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Information Exchange Among Japan Geoparks Network Sept 29 (Thu)
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Main events were consist of (a) 4 Secnon Meetlngs (1. Geoparks and Tourism, 2. Geoparks and Geohazards, 3. Geoparks and
Education, and 4. Geoparks and Guides), (b) 4 Pre- and 4 Post Geotours, (c) Poster Session (86 posters), (d) Photo Exhibition, (e) Kids
Programs (geo-festival and kids geotour), (f) Symposium (lectures by H. Okada and N. Oshima, Convenor M. Watanabe), (g) Invited
Special Lecture by S. Kuramoto and Discussions (K. Ito, S. Mimatsu with S.K.) and (h) various JGN business meetings. 671 individuals
were participated during the conference, and 800 for main event (symposium and lectures).

Early last year, we Japanese experienced awful natural disaster, the East Japan Tsunami Hazard on March 11, 2011, so, we offered a
moment of silent prayer for the victims at the Opening Ceremony, and various considerations were placed through the program. In
conclusion, in the final “Toyako-Usuzan Declaration” in October 30, 2011, we emphasized (a) further sustainable development
through geo-tourism, (b) hazard mitigation efforts through educational activity, (c) creating safety culture on the basis of historical
efforts, and (d) collaboration and further development of GGN/JGN.
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Toya-Usu Geopark Declaration 2011
We express our deepest regrets for those who passed away by the Great East Japan
Earthquake Disaster on March 11, 2011 and show our deepest sympathies for those

|| who still continue to struggle daily toward the disaster recovery. Both this

unprecedented disaster and the eruption of Mt. Shin-moedake in Kirishima Geopark,
Kyushu since January, 2011 firmly reminded us that such movements are a part of the
power of the planet Earth we humans live on and that natural phenomenon such as
earthquakes, tsunamis, eruptions, and typhoons are an inevitable part of our life.

We are pleased hosting the Second Japanese National Geoparks Network
Conference between September 29 and October 1, 2011 in our Toya Caldera and Usu
Volcano Global Geopark area, where we had experienced four eruptions during the
twentieth century. Those worked in various Geoparks all over Japan and the many
interested attendants gathered on the conference. The main theme was "Creating
sustainable tourism through geotourism - living together with the changing planet
earth in harmony." The convention discussed the progress made in Japanese Geoparks
thus far and the significance of and future perspective visions of Japanese Geoparks.

We strongly felt that all participants are ready to leave the conference, feeling that
Geoparks are really important resources that should be used for further sustainable
development of the areas and human resources, and for effective educational tools
those give us ability to understand better and live on the earth with harmony. All
gained a renewed understanding of Japanese Geoparks with proud that the scenic
landscapes, geology, and geological phenomenon all over Japan reflect their historical
context and a valuable heritage of the earth's dramatic activity, so we should pass on
those treasures to our future generations.

The Global Geoparks Network, supported by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), stands on the fundamental concepts of
the relationship between the earth and humans, coexistence with the earth, and the
creation of sustainable development of the communities. We believe these principles
represent precisely the ideals that Japan should work together towards.

As Japanese Geoparks, founded as a specified nonprofit organization approved
officially by the National Government, our activities should be dedicated to the long-
term future of our planet even over coming one hundred years or one thousand years,
and we acknowledge the important roles Geoparks play further in Japanese societies.
Today, we declare the following items:

- To create a sustainable development of communities with adequate economical and

man power resources through geotourism.

- To increase awareness of environmental impact and knowledge of natural hazards
through various educational activities.

- To understand the historical lessons of our ancestors had been experienced in their
long life through the changing environments and contributed to the creation of our
precious culture both nationally and internationally.

- To develop and expand various further activities of Geoparks by cooperating closely
among the national and international Geoparks.

September 30, 2011.

Second Japanese Geoparks Network Conference 2011 — in Toya-Usu Global Geopark

Organizing Committee Chairman and Toyako Town Mayor - Toshiharu Maya




